
 
Minutes of the meeting held on 

10th December 2019 

 
I. Present/apologies for absence: 

• Present: Ken Smith (Chair), Sue Wallace (Treasurer), Angela May (Secretary), 

Michele Bennett, Hendy Spence, Meg Duckworth (Planning/Licensing) 

• Councillor Graham Lambie 

• P.C. Gary Martin 

• 3 members of the public 

• Apologies: Karen Milliken 

 

II. Declaration of interest in any items of business 

 None 

 

III. Approval of Minutes of last meeting: 

Approved. 

 

IV. Stirling Councillor’s Report 

• Councillor Lambie’s report is attached. 

• A question was asked regarding the number of places available at the Nursery. New 

regulations mean that the number of places has dropped from twenty to sixteen. If the 

proposed development of 40 houses goes ahead, would the number of places be 

increased? Councillor Lambie said that the property developers would be asked to make 

a contribution towards increasing the available capacity if necessary. 

• A question was asked regarding the crash barriers on the Crow Road. The wooden posts 

have rotted and need replacing. Councillor Lambie said he would make enquiries. 

• Michele had asked previously about repairs to the primary school and nursery school. 

Unfortunately, they are not high enough on the list to be prioritised. Councillor Lambie 

said that he would arrange a meeting in January to have a look at the condition of the 

buildings and see if anything could be done. Michele will be invited to the meeting. 

 

V. Treasurer’s Report 

• No change in the accounts since last month. 

 

VI. Police Report 

• P.C. Martin apologised for missing some previous meetings. This was due to the times of 

the shifts he has been working. 

• There had been some flooding in the area over the last couple of days and a lorry had 

overturned on the A811 due to high winds. Michele asked about the possibility of getting 

signs to warn people about flooding that members of the community could put out or 

switch on rather than having to wait for the police to come out and close the road. 

Michele had been trying to contact P.C. McNally about this but had been unsuccessful. 

P.C. Martin said he would speak to P.C. McNally. 

• A question was asked about the situation regarding a cannabis farm in the local area. 

P.C. Martin reported that it had been closed down and some people had been charged in 

connection with it. 



• A question was asked about residents seeing cars speeding through the village and 

whether it is worth reporting them to the police. P.C. Martin said that if more than one 

person can corroborate the incident and they have a note of the registration number 

then it is definitely worth a call to the police who will follow it up although it may be 

difficult to prove. 

• Once again it has been a fairly quiet period in the village in relation to calls over the last 

month which of course is good news for residents and Police alike. 

• ROAD TRAFFIC - There was a two vehicle Road Accident on the outskirts of the village.  

Two persons were treated for shock with no serious injuries. A report of a tipper lorry 

colliding with a fence in the Main Street.  Police contacted and traced company who 

agreed to pay for damage. Report of dangerous driving on the outskirts, Police attended 

immediately however no trace of offending vehicle. Further reports of cows and sheep 

on the road on the outskirts of the village. Please take care on these twisty damp roads. 

Local officers will continue to carry out high visibility patrols to improve road safety. 

• DRINK DRIVE CAMPAIGN - We are having a Festive drink/drive campaign running 

through December and into January. Please be aware that you may be still over the 

legal limit of alcohol to drive the next day so be careful after any Christmas night outs 

planned. If in doubt, don’t drive. 

• THEFT - No reports of theft in the village since the last report. Alarm at the nursery, 

Police attended and confirmed all in order. All reports of suspicious persons and vehicles 

are always welcomed and will be dealt with immediately by local officers. The evenings 

are getting darker earlier and it is a time where traditionally housebreakings can occur. 

Please consider the following:  

o Use timer switches on lights and radios to make it look as if your home is 

occupied. 

o Ensure all doors and windows are secured when you leave and when you go 

to bed. 

o If possible, use secure lighting at the front and back of your property. 

o Make sure all garden tools and ladders are locked away when not being used. 

Don’t give the thieves the tools to break into your house. 

o Use a good quality lock on any garden sheds and outhouses.  

o Make a note of all makes, models and serial numbers of expensive items in 

your home. 

o If your house is fitted with an alarm then please use it. This is a good 

deterrent should thieves manage to force entry to your house.  

o Create a FREE and secure inventory of all your personal property at 

www.immobilise.com  

o If you note anything suspicious in your neighbourhood report it on 101. 

• ADVICE FOR DRIVERS - Prepare for the winter by keeping your vehicle well maintained 

before you take to the road. Take special care that brakes, tyres, lights, batteries, 

windscreens and wiper blades are in good condition. In addition, washer bottles need to 

contain an additive to stop the water from freezing. Tyres should also be checked weekly to 

ensure they are legal and at the correct pressure (consult your vehicle handbook). The 

minimum legal tread depth for cars is 1.6mm across the centre 3/4 of the breadth of the 

tread around the entire circumference. They should also be checked for bulges, cuts or tears 

which weaken the tyre. Failure to maintain your tyres could lead to a maximum of £2,500 

fine and 3 penalty points per tyre. Make sure your windows are clean, properly demisted and 

clear of snow and ice before you drive. Also make sure that your roof is clear of snow as this 

affects drivers behind you and can also cause obstructions on your windscreen when braking. 

Be careful with low sun as it can make it difficult to see and a dirty, greasy or damaged 

windscreen can make this worse. All lights must be kept clean and clear and be in good 

working order, including registration plate lights. Use the help of someone to check that all of 

your lights are working. Consider keeping an emergency kit in your car for severe weather, 

this should at least include:  

o An ice scraper and de-icer 

o A shovel for snow  



o A torch and spare batteries 

o Warm clothes, boots and a blanket  

o Some food and a warm drink in a flask  

o A first aid kit  

o Battery jump leads 

o A map or device with offline maps for any unplanned diversions. 

Be mindful of the road conditions when you drive; bad weather is often blamed for causing 

accidents however the real cause is often inappropriate driving for the conditions that exist. 

In wet weather, stopping distances will be at least double those required for stopping on dry 

roads. Aquaplaning can be a frightening experience; this is where a wedge of water builds up 

between the front tyres and the road surface. If this happens, the safest solution is to 

remove pressure from the accelerator, allowing the vehicle to lose speed which will help the 

tyres regain their grip. Ice and snow can increase stopping distanced by up to ten times so 

keep well back from the vehicle in front. Anticipate when you will need to be stopping and be 

alert to other road users. When the roads are icy, drive at a slow speed in as high a gear as 

possible; accelerate and brake very gently. 

• COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND REASSURANCE - PC Steven Graham and PC Gary Martin 

are the only community ward officers for the Forth and Endrick area, based at Balfron 

Police Office. They can be contacted at Balfron Police Office, on 101, or by emailing 

ForthEndrickCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk. Please contact us at Balfron should there be 

any issues you would like to discuss and we will be delighted to assist. Please remember 

that we regularly publish useful information and updates on social media, including 

appeals for information, updates about road closures and crime prevention advice. Our 

Facebook and Twitter pages can be found at www.facebook.com/forthvalleypolicedivision 

 www.facebook.com/policescotland  

 www.twitter.com/stirlingpol 

 www.twitter.com/policescotland 

• NEIGHBOURHOOD ALERT - This is a community messaging system which sends alerts 

regarding crime, safety and resilience to communities. Ruralwatch is an information 

platform that has been set up by what was formerly Neighbourhood Watch; however the 

big difference being that any members of the local community can sign up to have the 

relevant alerts sent to them by various means including E-mail or Text message. To 

receive free alerts simply register at: 

www.neighbourhoodwatchscotland.co.ukNeighbourhood Alert 

 

VII. Planning 

• An application has been received to extend the planning application for two new 

dwelling houses east of Mullenhead Cottage, Fintry. 

• An application has been made to erect one dwelling house on ground east of 

Croftinstilly. 

• An application to demolish a barn and shed on garden ground at 43, Main Street has 

been approved with conditions. 

 

VIII. Fintry Brochure update 

• Michele has spoken to Charlie Croft (Tourism and Marketing Manager, Stirling Council). 

He is interested in helping in some way with the brochure and a meeting has been 

arranged for January. 

• The idea for the brochure had arisen because of concern over the impact that the 

closure of Culcreuch Castle may have on local businesses. Concerns were raised about 

the colony of pipistrelle bats which roost in the roof space at the castle and that some 

parts of the castle are listed. Michele also reported that the pond in the castle grounds 

is flooding into the field and down towards the Menzies Estate and wondered who 

would take responsibility for this. 

 

 

 

mailto:ForthEndrickCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk
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IX. Kingsburn/Community Grants 

• An application has been submitted for £1,100 from the Sports Centre to replace 

lighting in the squash courts with LED lights. The FCC members agreed to fund the net 

cost of the lightbulbs only as general upkeep/maintenance of properties should not be 

funded.  

• An application for £250 from David Smith for insurance cover for the 2020 village 

photograph was approved. 

• An application from the Strathendrick Welfare Fund for £250 was approved. This 

scheme provides Christmas hampers to residents in the local area (nine in Fintry this 

year) who are nominated by professionals in the community for example, doctors, 

church members. 

• The closing date for applications has now passed but it was agreed to extend the date 

until the end of February. 

 

X. Local Development Plan (LDP) (Sub group formation) 

• A sub group comprising of residents from different areas of Fintry has been formed and 

will have their first meeting in January. The members of the group are: Sian McMurtry 

(Main Street), Terry Baitrum and Ron Garvie (Menzies Estate), Lorna English (Culcreuch 

Avenue) and Dawn Roberts (Dunmore Gardens). 

 

XI. Culcreuch Castle Drive 

• Gates have been erected along the castle drive. Angela Simpson (Access Officer, Stirling 

Council) has been informed as the castle drive is a core path which cannot be stopped 

up without going through a legal process. Core paths should be accessible to walkers, 

horse-riders and cyclists. Stirling Council will be discussing this with the castle owners 

as well as asking about access for residents in cars when the B822 is flooded at the end 

of Menzies Avenue. 

 

XII. Sub groups udate (Five year plan/village feature) 

• No update. 

 

XIII. Correspondence 

• An email had been received to confirm that the fountain is now officially a ‘C’ listed 

structure. This should help with future applications for funding. 

 

XIV. A.O.B. 

• The bench outside the old School House has not been reinstated. Michele had made 

enquiries with Stirling Council and had been told that the house owner has responsibility 

for making sure this happens. 

• It was noted that a gate with barbed wire along the top of it had been erected to prevent 

access to the old quarry at the top of Quarry Road. It was felt that Environmental Health 

services should be notified. 

• Hendy had attended a Fintry Sports & Recreation Club meeting on the 4th December. 

The main points were that new cameras had been purchased at a cost of about £750; 

discussion of the problem of the Rugby club not being able to use the bar when private 

events were being held. There was a suggestion that they Rugby club use the outdoor 

Bowling Club once it has been refurbished; the museum is still waiting for a building 

warrant; some discussion of the change of circumstances of parts of the sports club. 

• Hendy had also attended a Fintry Community Sport Hub Meeting. Four hubs were 

suggested – the Sports Club, the outdoor Bowling Club, Fintry Primary School and the 

Menzies Hall. The Fintry Inn was also mentioned as a possibility. 

• Stirling Council is proposing to remove the rose bushes from the flower bed outside the 

Menzies Hall and replace them with shrubs which are easier to maintain. It was agreed 

that someone from the Fintry Flower Show committee should be involved in any 

discussions as to what should be planted. 



• Angela confirmed that two buses would be running for the Christmas trip into Glasgow 

this year. 

• The family ceilidh on the 2nd of January has enough volunteer musicians to make up a 

band. It was suggested that a collection be held on the day as a ‘thank you’ to the 

musicians. 

 

XV. Questions from the floor 

• Mrs. Roy said that she was honoured to have the cemetery path named after her and 

thanked everyone involved. 

 

XVI. Date of next meeting 

• Wednesday 8th January,2020 

 

 



 



 



 



 


