
 

Minutes of the meeting held on 
20

th
 April 2011 

I. Present 

C.Roy, S.Kinnear, J.Skabara, M.Duckworth, J.Pearson 

P.C.McNally, Cllr Lambie 

3 members of the public, including a representative of the Demand Responsive Transport (DRT) 

service. 

II. Apologies 

W.Paterson. 

III. Approval of minutes from last meeting 

The minutes from the last meeting were approved and signed by C.Roy (Chair). 

IV.   Matters Arising  

1) Actions Intimated: 

i. Communications: 

a. Notices at Sports Club – J.Skabara had displayed various posters and flyers. 

b. Drains – ongoing - C.Roy to inform Stirling Council which drains are in need of clearing. 

c. Road Danger – ongoing - P.C.McNally to report a member of the public’s concern about 

the dangerous conditions of some of the local roads. 

ii. Telephone Box – C.Roy had established that the telephone box is still in a poor condition. 

J.Skabara to provide C.Roy with contact details to report this. 

iii. Bank – ongoing - S.Kinnear and J.Hulme (previous Treasurer) to go to the bank to close the 

account. S.Kinnear to open a new account at the Post Office. 

iv. Benches – The plaque had not been fitted as the bench is in bad condition, as are all the 

village benches. C.Roy to look into getting help from Stirling Council Social Works 

Department through their Community Service Orders programme and S.Kinnear to look 

into the possibility of Community Pride Funding to pay for materials. 

v. Bin bags – Cllr O’Brien had followed this up and received a reply from Malcolm Roy (Land 

Services Protection Officer) to say that the placing of bin bags in lay-bys is not official 

practice and all staff would be reminded of the council policy. 

2) Fintry Inn/FDT – J.Pearson reported that the FDT were not proceeding with a feasibility study at the 

moment as someone local had expressed an interest in purchasing the Inn. J.Pearson also reported 

that the FDT were about to introduce a ‘Car Club’ – 2 cars would be available for Fintry residents to 

hire. This is a pilot scheme funded by the Government. This information led to a discussion about 

the Demand Responsive Transport (DRT) service. Bert Comrie who works for DRT highlighted 

some possible changes to the service: the Friday service bus could change to a Wednesday; the DRT 



service may be extended to Lennoxtown and to Fankerton to provide a possible link to the new 

hospital at Larbert; there was the possibility of a DRT vehicle being based permanently in Fintry; 

and Mr. Comrie hoped to produce some leaflets about the DRT which were specific to Fintry. Mr. 

Comrie also said that students at Balfron High School could use the DRT service to get to and from 

exams and if they provided a valid Pupil Journey Voucher (issued by the school) they would not 

have to pay a fare. 

3) Consultations – There was some discussion on the ‘Future of Policing in Scotland’ consultation and 

the ‘Future of the Fire and Rescue Service in Scotland’ consultation. P.C.McNally gave some 

personal insight into the options proposed and the FCC agreed to indicate a preference for a 

rationalised regional force model which would involve the eight forces being reduced to three or four 

large regional forces. It was also agreed that the PACT system was a good model of local 

accountability and that this should be mentioned in FCC’s response. J.Skabara to complete 

consultations and return to the relevant departments. 

V. Police Report 

P.C.McNally reported that it had been quiet in Fintry although an unsecured agricultural vehicle had 

been stolen from a local farm. There had been an incident in Killearn in which a householder had 

agreed to have some holes in their driveway filled in for a nominal fee but had then been charged 

£2,500. P.C.McNally warned residents to make sure a price has been agreed before any work begins. 

P.C.McNally also reported that a recent incident in Kippen was not being treated as an attempted 

abduction. 

VI. Councillors Report 

Attached. 

VII. Finance  

The balance of the account was £1727.77 with £499.19 in the old Youth Club account. J.Pearson to 

contact someone to get an estimate for the repair to the bridge over the burn near the Menzies Hall 

and S.Kinnear to use this information to apply for Community Pride Funding. 

VIII. Planning 

An application from the Sports Centre concerning the positioning of their bio-mass boiler. 

There had been 6 applications for a total of 8 wind turbines in the surrounding area, all around 75 

metres tall. 

IX. Correspondence 

1) An invitation to a Seminar being held on Saturday, 21 May where Cllr Graham Houston will host a 

briefing on the outcome of the consultation into how communities felt winter maintenance 

programmes fared during last winter’s severe weather and how Stirling Council intends to respond to 

concerns raised. 

2) A request from Stirling Council for applications from active citizens who would like to serve on 

Cornton Vale Over 21s Prison Visiting Committee. J.Skabara to display notice. 

3) Information about a presentation by Lord Monckton on Tuesday 26 April entitled ‘Wind Turbines – 

Facts and Fiction’. 

4) A poster and leaflets – ‘What’s On at Stirling Castle, April-May 2011’. J.Skabara to display in 

Sports Centre. 



5) A letter from SURF (Scottish Urban Regeneration Forum) to say that their SNAP (SURF Network 

Access Programme will not be continuing. 

6) A letter from Angela McGibbon (Traffic Management Officer) to confirm that arrangements will 

now be made for the installation of speed monitoring strips. 

7) A letter from Bruce Crawford MSP with information about a review to be undertaken over this 

summer by Audit Scotland to explore how local authorities can work better with each other 

regarding arrangements for the maintenance and management of the road network. 

8) Online bulletin of The Association of Scottish Community Councils. 

X. A.O.B 

1) Footpaths Update - C.Roy reported that the local footpath groups had amalgamated into a group 

called ‘South West Stirlingshire Joint Paths Group’ and are working hard to maintain a high profile. 

Fintry Community Council is now a member of the group. 

2) Nominations – David Smith (Head teacher of Fintry Primary School) has been nominated and 

shortlisted for two awards – a Lifetime Achievement Award and a Head teacher of the Year Award - 

congratulations! Announcement of the winners will take place on 14
th

 June. 

3) Forum – A steering group has been established to help make the South West Forum meetings more 

efficient. The steering group has met but there has been no feedback yet. 

4) CSGN – There has been no further information yet about the Central Scotland Green Network. 

5) Trading Standards – C.Roy had been in contact with Trading Standards concerning computer scams. 

Advice concerning this can be found at OFT.gov.uk (publication OFT 831). C.Roy to mention this 

in the Fintry Focus and put copies of the booklet in the Sports Centre. 

XI. Date of next meeting 

May 11
th

 2011 – Annual General Meeting. 

Vote of thanks to the Chair and those attending the meeting. 

Minutes submitted by:  Jo Skabara (Secretary) 

Minutes approved by:  Cicely Roy (Chairperson) 

 



 

 

 


